
Phonics and Reading



What are we aiming at for the end of Y2?

Comprehension books



How we work to support your child at 
school with reading skills.

Daily phonics lesson at assessed level for your child.



What is in a phonics lesson?

Speed sounds    

• E.g. m-a-t   = mat

•

Pure sounds,  not capital letter names

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-
owl/find-a-book/read-write-inc-phonics--
1/phonics-pure-sounds-video



2 letters 1 sound - digraphs

Re-reading to gain fluency v over 
reliance on sounding every word.



Speed Sounds Set2



Multisyllabic words



Words with suffixes

Phonics supports this – looking for sounds known – root words –
building to read



Speed Sounds Set3
Once children know how  to read Set 2 
sounds, they  start to learn Set 3 sounds.  
These are shaded in the  chart.

They are alternative  graphemes 
(spelling of a  sound) for the Set 1 and  
Set 2 sounds the children  already 
know.

For example, they know  ‘ay’ and now 
learn a-e and  ai as other spellings for  
the same sound.



Alien words

Application of phonics to unfamiliar words 

Y1 Phonics Screening
Test



Tricky red words – you cannot use 
phonics for = sight words



Reading with phonics and fluency



Reading with accuracy 80-90+ words 
per minute



Comprehension

• Is the reading understood?

The ‘five Ws’—who, what, where, when, and why



At School…
* We promote a love of reading of good quality literature – not 
watching clips on you tube. 

• Teach Phonics sessions daily in RWI groups.
• Children read every week with an adult.

• We send home books we have read in RWI to demonstrate 
confidence and increasing fluency.

• We send home a levelled book that matched RWI level weekly 
• Children will select own in class library book they would like to read 

for pleasure.



At Home:  
*Promote reading e.g. I am reading…

* Bed time stories – routine – quality time - favourites

• Children need to read one of their phonics books daily to an adult to 
ensure accuracy and support comprehension. Try being their reading 
partner taking turns with different pages!

• Give the children your full attention – NO TV on a the same time!

• Tell them they are doing a great job. 

• Praise! Praise! Praise!



Comprehension ideas

Do ask class teacher for 
support!


